
 
 
January 16, 2023 
 
Lindsay Kurrle, Secretary 
Vermont Agency of Commerce and Community Development 
One National Life Drive 
Deane C. Davis Building, 6th Floor 
Montpelier, VT 05620-0501 
 
Dear Secretary Kurrle: 
 
On behalf of the Town of Middlebury Selectboard, l am writing to express our strong support for the Community 
Recovery & Revitalization Program grant application submitted by the Otter Creek Childcare Center (OCCCC) for 
the ‘Community Childcare Expansion Project’ to expand the availability of early childhood education and childcare 
services in our community. Organizations, such as the OCCCC, that provide childcare and early learning services, 
are critical to the economic success and long-term stability of our community. 
 
The project is located at 150 Weighbridge Street here in Middlebury. Two lots have been combined (one previously 
owned by Middlebury College) to provide space for an expanded, state-of-the-art facility, a safe, off-street drop off 
and parking area, and outside amenities. The project will serve all of Addison County with an emphasis on families 
working in or near the Town of Middlebury. The infants and toddlers currently at the College Street Children’s 
Center will be moved to the newly renovated Otter Creek Child Center once the project is completed. 
 
The Community Child Care Expansion Project is a cooperative effort of families, Otter Creek Child Center, College 
Street Children’s Center, Middlebury College, the Early Care and Learning Partnership, Champlain Valley Early Head 
Start, Let’s Grow Kids, Building Bright Futures, area employers, educational institutions, and towns. It is a response 
to a decade-long concern by families and employers about the lack of high-quality affordable childcare in Addison 
County. This project addresses an urgent need for infant and preschool-age childcare in our community and will 
provide an important boost to the local economy. The project will also create a replicable model for public-private 
partnership to address a chronic issue that is fundamental to the health and wellbeing of Vermont families, and 
crucial to economic growth and development in predominantly rural areas. 
 
The project is presently in the planning and design phase. NEPA review and permitting are underway. 
Construction, planned for 2023 and 2024, will be phased to allow the facility to remain open through construction. 
The total project cost is estimated to be $10.7 million. The OCCCC has raised $300,000, Middlebury College has 
donated the equivalent of $3.2 million, and grants, including Congressionally Directed Spending, totaling $3.1 
million have been committed. The project intends further fundraising and additional grant applications, to raise 
the remaining funds. 
 
There is an urgent need for toddler and pre-school services in Addison County. According to the 2022 Let’s Grow 
Kids ‘Stalled at the Start’ report there are 240 toddlers and 474 preschoolers needing care in Addison County. The 
gap between available slots and the need is significant. This project will add an estimated 77 daily slots and 28 new 
jobs in a new, state-of-the-art, ADA-compliant facility. 
 



The Town of Middlebury Selectboard strongly supports this project, and the commitment and support of our 
community to this project is evident by all the organizations involved. The Town respectfully urges ACCD to 
dedicate CRRP funds to help ensure the completion of this important project! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

Middlebury Selectboard 

 

 

Brian Carpenter, Chair         Lindsey Fuentes- George, Vice Chair               Heather Seeley     

 

 

Farhad Khan              Dan Brown                Andy Hooper            Isabel Gogarty 

 


